Fall Semester:

Week 1: Introduction: AP English Course Description, Class Rules and Responsibilities, Grading System. What is literature? Reading, responding, recognizing literature. What is composition and  language? Analyzing Literature.

Reading for writing: genre study, audience, the nature of writing assignments in AP Literature, online materials.

Week 2: Poetry The Basics (Tone, Speaker) The Norton Introduction to Poetry) Might substitute w/ short story unit this year.

In-class reading aloud of poetry with a discussion of tone and speaker; discussion of tone as metaphor for sound, the sounds we hear everyday, how writers convert sound to words on paper.

In class writing:  a study of diction and vocabulary through the creation of a poem by converting photography/landscape into words.

Week 3: Poetry

The Basics: (Language, Imagery, Symbolism) The Norton Introduction to Poetry)

  In-class reading aloud of poetry with discussion of precision, ambiguity, metaphor, simile, and symbols—terminology and poetic choices, finding these in the world, in the everyday, in photographs, online.

Timed in-class writing: critical analysis of a poem using reader-response theory.

Week Four: Poetry

The Basics (Style, Rhythm, Sound) The Norton Introduction to Poetry). 

In-class reading aloud of poems with discussion of sounds; Dr. Seuess and sounds, converting music to word-sounds; a study of the sounds of language—“the sound is an echo to the sense.”

Explanation of Explication Assignment Thinking Critically: Constructing and Analyzing Argument:”(the theory of new criticism: the significance of text). Writing a critical analytic essay (Evaluating Literature).

Week 5: Poetry

Structure (Sonnet and Epigram)

Barrett Browning, “How Do I Love Thee?” Chasin, “Joy Sonnet in a Random Universe,” Coleridge, “What is an Epigram?” Gay, “My Own Epitath,” Harwood, “In the Park,” Johnson, “Epitath on Elizabeth, L.H.,” Kennedy, “Epitaph for a Postal Clerk,” Shelley, “Ozymandias,”.

Explanation of Sonnet Assignment.

Due: Explication—Analytic, Critical (Evaluative) Essay Assignments at the beginning of class.

Workshopping this assignment

Developing group-based rubrics: Class creates 9 point holistic rubrics (diction, syntax, structure, specificity, and generalization, rhetorical techniques).

Week 6: Poetry

Structure (Villanelle, Sestina, Ode and Elegy).The Norton Introduction to Poetry.

Auden, “Stop all clocks,” Bishop, “Sestina,” Keats, “Ode to a Grecian Urn,” Thomas, “Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night.”

Ballad, Lyric.  Handout, “Coyote.” Students bring in their own version of the traditional ballad. Also, Arnold, “Dover Beach,” and Hardy, “The Convergence of Twain.”

Week 7 Poetry:

Epic

Excerpts from Homer, “The Odyssey,” Eliot, “The Wasteland,” and Whitman, “Song of Myself.” Explanation of  Allusion Assignment (other post-structural tied with new critical:how to read and re-read through  various critical lenses.

Due: Sonnet Assignment at the beginning of class.

Workshopping this assignment

Developing group-based rubrics: Class creates holistic rubrics (diction, organization, syntax, specificity, generality).

Week 8 & 9: Poetry

Allusion, Myth & Intertextuality (The Norton Introduction to Poetry).

Handouts: Dickinson, “The bible in an antique volume,” Harrison,” A Kumquat for John Keats,” Watts, “Our God, Our Help,” Keats,”Our First Looking into Chapman’s Homer.” Cummings, “ponder,darling,these busted statues,” Hecht,“The Dover Bitch,” Skirrow, “Ode to a Grecian Urn Summarized,” Tennyson, “Ulysses,” Giovanni, “Cyclops in the Ocean.”

Themes: Langston Hughes’ “Harlem,” compared with William Blake’s “London,” and Andrew Marvel’s “To his Coy Mistress.”

Final copy of Revised Explication (Analytical/Critical/Evaluative Assignment) due at the beginning of class.

Due: Allusion Assignment (Beginning of class).

Partner work on responding to literature.

Weeks 10-11

Exam on Reading Poetry

Drama: the Basics (theme, structure, spectacle, song, character, plot, soliloquy, monologue, aside).

Introduction to the concept that “drama is everywhere.” Drama found in everyday situations, the term “drama queen,” and dramatic poetry.

Drama: The Traditions:

Oedipus Rex

 Shakespeare, Hamlet 

Discussion of Shakesperean models and classical drama.

Explanation of analytical assignment—writing about drama, drama as a literary text.

In-class timed writing on AP-level question.

Week 14: Drama 

Modernism/Absurdity/Intertextuality Revisited

Stoppard, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead.

 Weeks 15-16:

Cultural and Historical Norms Affecting  Social Values:

Shange, for colored girls who have considered suicide when the rainbow is enuf.

 Explanation of Choreopoem Assignment due at the beginning of next class.

Week 17-18

Due: Analytic Assignment (Evaluating Literature) at the beginning of class.

Workshopping this assignment Developing group-based rubrics: Class creates 9 point holistic rubrics (diction, syntax, structure, specificity, and generalization, rhetorical techniques).

In-class Conferences on each student’s writing.

Specific readings  to help individual writing needs.

Due: revised analytical final typed copy.

Exam on Reading Drama

Second Semester

Week One: Fiction

The Basics (Theme, Structure, Setting,, Character, Plot, Setting, Point of View).

Achebe’s Things Fall Apart.

Week 2: The Short Story

Traditions
 Hemmingway, “Hills Like White Elephants.”

O’Connor, “A Good Man is Hard to Find.”

Week 3 The Short Story 

Social and Cultural Values
Kincaid, “Girl.” Marquez, “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings.” Jackson, “The Lottery.”

Week 4 The Short Story

Sudden Fiction

Excerpts from Sudden Fiction & Atwood’s “Happy Endings.”

In-class timed writing: AP level writing

Explanation of Sudden Fiction Assignment

Weeks 5-6

Examination on Reading Short Stories

The Novel: The Traditions Style and Artistry

Austen, Pride and Prejudice

Due: Sudden Fiction Assignment

Workshopping this Assignment: developing rubric diction, syntax, structure, specificity, and generalization, rhetorical techniques).

Weeks 6-8 The Novel

Tone and Structure and Theme

Orwell, 1984
The novel as a reflection of Social, Historical and Cultural and context. Symbolism and allegory as key to extending meaning.

Explanation of Close Reading Assignment (revising and editing and reviewing a draft).

Weeks 9-10

The Novel:  Authorial Choices (diction, syntax, sound, figurative language, point of view,) and meaning making.

Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God

Weeks 11-12 The Novel: Humor

Irony, parody, satire, incongruous subject and tone

Huxley, Catch-22
Explanation of Final Analytical Paper and Research.

Week 13

In-class Conference on Each Student’s Writing

Specific readings from Lunsford and Connors suggested for each student. Questions and responses to the research based phase of their analytic paper.

Weeks 14-16 The Novel-- Literature Circles

Student choice—study of a contemporary novel for use of putting all novelistic concepts together.

Documentation: Lunsford and Connors, Online Sources, MLA and other form of documentation.

Week 17: The Joy of  Book Groups

Due Final Analytical Paper

Sharing: Students share author’s style, diction, syntax, structure, point-of-view, meaning making, symbolism,. Students teach their group based novel to the rest of the class through various lenses.

Week 18:

Examination on Reading Novels

Due: Portfolios

